[Primary suture of the anterior cruciate ligament. A critical analysis].
Recently some authors have claimed that primary repair of an acute tear in the anterior cruciate ligament will fail in the long run. A review of the literature reveals that this opinion is mainly based on an American study in 1976. However, the poor results presented in this study were never reproduced. The study is critically analyzed, and 14 more papers presenting successful primary reconstructions of the anterior cruciate ligament are discussed. Preserving proprioceptive structures may be an important advantage of this technique, as it is hypothesized that the anterior cruciate ligament functions as a significant sensory organ, not only providing proprioceptive information, but also initiating protective and stabilizing muscular reflexes. In conclusion, it is recommended that primary suture be used combined with intra-articular semitendinosus tendon augmentation for rapid rehabilitation in cases of acute tears in the anterior cruciate ligament.